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down, they had first experienced, and hence their
preaching came out of thousands of years of penance
and research. These utterances are valid eternally.
An ordinary scholar conducts research only for a
few years whereas the sages' work ranged over
thousands of years. The truths they have expounded
were chanted by learned people, who also derived the
same type of experience as the sages did. They were
thus exposed to great revelation which came from God
called the Vedas.
India was deprived of this great lineage because
of invasion by other people and also lost practical
application of Vedic hymns in day-to-day life. When
Vedic concepts were almost on the way to extinction
during 8th century, Sankara projected it by giving life
to Vedic philosophy and saved the Vedas. He advocated
the theory of one Reality, the whole world is unreal and
that whatever we see is illusion. There must be a basic
force which is called Brahman and everything else is
illusion. Taking Vedic hymns into consideration, he
developed the Doctrine of Advaita. It was
Sankaracharya who laid a beautiful and strong
foundation for spiritual knowledge, based on the Vedas.
During the llth Centruy, Ramanuja constructed
a magnificent and marvellous structure over it. He relied
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